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William Empson (1906- ) 

 mid 1930s, Peking University 

 exodus, a typewri nd a suitcase 

 Kunming 

 George Orwell 

 Seven Types of Ambiguity 

 the three greatest English li ry critics of the 18th, 

19th and 20th centuries： 

Johnson, Hazlitt and Empson 
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The Faces of Buddha 

001 The next thing, I think, about the stock type, is that it is the 
simplest conception of high divinity the human race has devised; 
people say it is monotonous, but there is a sort of democracy about its 
repetition. 

 



 

 

The Faces of Buddha 

[Exploration1] Symmetry for Description 

[adj.1 + adj.2 + n. → adj.1 + n. + n2] 

 



 

 

The Faces of Buddha 

[Exploration 1] Symmetry for Description 

(Application) 

安靜無言並不是陷入空白，而是有一個更深廣、更澄明的所在。 
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