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Unit 1 A new start

Understanding Ideas

My first day at senior high

Monday 4 September

1. After I had pictured it over and over again in my mind, the big day finally
arrived: my first day at senior high! I woke up early and rushed out of the door in my
eagerness to get to know my new school.

2. The campus was still quiet when I arrived, so I decided to explore a bit. I was
looking at the photos on the noticeboard when I heard a voice behind me. “New here?”
Turing around, I saw a white-haired man. “Yes,” I replied. “I’m wondering what life
1s going to be like here.” “Don’t worry,” he gave me a smile. “You’ll soon find out.”

3. How true these words were! When my English teacher stepped into the
classroom, I was surprised to see the same man I had met earlier.

4. “Good morning, everyone. Before we start, please come to the front one by
one and introduce yourself to the class. I’ll go first...”

5. “What?!” I tried to turn on my brain but the engine just wouldn’t start. “I
should say my name, of course. But what else? What could I say to make a good first
impression? Something about my insect collection, perhaps.” I was organizing my
words in my head when the girl nextto me gave me a nudge. “It’s your turn!”

6. With butterflies in my stomach, I breathed deeply. “Hi, I'm Meng Hao.”
Everyone started laughing. I looked at them in panic. “Nice to know we share the
same name,” said my new teacher. I had been too nervous to pay attention when he
introduced himself! Although I was embarrassed, his words made me a lot more
relaxed!

7. When we had all introduced ourselves, Mr Meng said, “Well done, everyone! I



(AMIFRR 2021 JR) s i s — 1R S0 K

know this isn’t easy for many of you. But this is just the kind of thing you are going to
face at senior high. Challenges like this might sometimes put you under pressure. But
it all depends on what you do. Keep calm and be prepared. That way, you’ll make the
most of your time at senior high.”

8. People say, “Well begun, half done.” I guess this was a good beginning to my
new school life.
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Unit 1 A new start

Developing ideas

High School Hints

e ARV TE

Interviewer: Hello and welcome to School Talk! Today I’m joined by a former student
of our school, Lisa Osborne. Lisa graduated from our school last June and is about to
go to college in New York. Lisa, thank you for coming to share your suggestions for
high school with us.

Lisa: Hi, everybody. I’'m very glad to be back. I feel as if high school was only
yesterday!

Interviewer: So what helped when you first started high school?

Lisa: Orientation Day was really helpful. It’s a fantastic opportunity for new students
to get to know the school and the other students. I even made some new friends! Just
keep an open mind and take part in as much as possible.

Interviewer:That’s sound advice for sure. But how did you deal with new challenges,
like starting a new course?

Lisa:I had a chemistry test right at the end of the first week. I was frightened at the
sight of the test paper. But then I figured I’d better just go all out and see what
happens. If you fail, no problem—mnext time you can fail better!

Interviewer: So, hold your head up, then. But life is not always easy. You must have
had some moments when you were disappointed. If so, how did you deal with them?
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Lisa: As a member of the school volleyball team, I wasn’t selected for the end-of-year
competition. At first I was really sad, but later I realized that I joined the team for the
love of the sport. It wasn’t just about winning. So I kept working hard to support my
teammates during our training. There’s always a way to be part of something you love,
isn’t there?

Interviewer: Yes, I totally agree. Is there anything else in particular that you’d like to
share with us?

Lisa:Looking back on my high school life, the most important advice I’d give is these
wonderful words from the writer Maya Angelou. She said, “Be a rainbow in
somebody else’s cloud.” So, give your friends a hand when they need it. And this will
make you feel good, too.

Interviewer: Neat! Well, thanks again for coming to speak to us, Lisa. And good luck
with college!

Lisa: Thank you.
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Unit 2 Exploring English

Understanding ideas

Neither Pine nor Apple in Pineapple

AR 4

Have you ever asked yourself why people often have trouble learning English? I
hadn’t, until one day my five-year-old son asked me whether there was ham in a
hamburger. There isn’t. This made me realize that there’s no egg in eggplant either.
Neither is there pine nor apple in pineapple. This got me thinking how English can be
a crazy language to learn.

ERA LB S, A MTE AR 905 7 HA RE? RAARELX
AR, BEE K, A% LT A3 hamburger(MU & A1) B2 545 ham(K ).
LR . RXiEWEIRS] eggplant(ii 1) KA egg(XHH). pineapple(F %)
HEEBAT pine(FAB), WA appleCGER). KiEHBALHE: XMTFEIEM S,
FIE PR LA 2 K ?
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For example, in our free time we can sculpt a sculpture and paint a painting, but
we take a photo. And when we are traveling we say that we are in the car or the taxi,
but on the train or bus! While we’re doing all this traveling, we can get seasick at sea,
airsick in the air and carsick in a car, but we don’t get homesick when we get back
home. And speaking of home, why aren’t homework and housework the same thing?

Ban, FRATTAT LALE PR PR e 221 — 2 JifE5 (sculpt a sculpture)  [H|— i [H (paint a
painting), 1HIRATHGEFH—5K M A (take a photo). FEATHS, AR ZEEH M4
I 2 AR AE BT (in), (HSEAR K B A VR ERT FVEPARLE E 1 (on)! [AIFE, 3R
115 b & fi(seasick at sea) £ KL 5= ML (airsick in the air). 7E 4~ B & %4 (carsick
in a car), 1H[0] 3 K BIRATENA &2 52 (homesick, SLPrENMEER], H2ZH),
WEIZK, F4A homework(ZKEEVE V)M housework( K55 )(IX P> 915 . 1A] & AT K
REEEENAZ— [ FHW?

If “hard” is the opposite of “soft”, why are “hardly” and *“softly”” not an opposing
pair? If harmless actions are the opposite of harmful actions, why are shameless and
shameful behaviors the same?

When we look out of the window and see rain or snow, we can say “it’s raining” or
“it’s snowing”. But when we see sunshine, we can’t say “it’s sunshining”.

0 S Ui hard () &2 soft(3R) ) [z XiA], A4 hardly(JL-F-AN) 1 softly (A,
B H) EIA R — X e Al ? a1 harmless actions(JC#E AT N)5 harmful
actions(H E AT A EEAE &, A4 JcHERIAT 9 (shameless behaviors) A1 A] Hik [
1T N (shameful behaviors) [ If /& — [ ZF ? H{WATE M & 4F, FH 2| W (rain) 2L
(snow)H, FATA] PAUEIELE N (it’s raining) B IEE 25 (it’s snowing). {H 24FKA]
& B FH)G(sunshine) iy,  FRATTABEVL IEAE T BHIG”(it’s sunshining).

Even the smallest of words can be confusing. When you see the capitalized
“WHO” in a medical report, do you read it as the “who” in “Who’s that?” What
about “IT” and “US”?

R A2 B /DN Bm) B E N S il . MARIEEE =B E 2R E K WHO B,
PR E 1528 Who’s that? 1 ) who "2 F5A “TT”A“US” X% E A 152E ?

You also have to wonder at the unique madness of a language in which a house
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can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out, and in which
an alarm 1s only heard once it goes off!

PR X A IX 130 5 A BRI R BB AT . B B, 5 RIS,
A i burn up(F-1H =B 22, AT U burn down(FTH R B E B T E£7); H
ZB], ARA] PL fill in a form(FH & B2 “IH AR B, thn] PLt fill out a form(F
A HBIERAN), 1 H R A WEE 1 (go off FilEE2“E ) UE IR A B
W )48 7 !

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of
the human race. That is why when the stars are out, they are visible, but when the
lights are out, they are invisible. And that is why when I wind up my watch, it starts,
but when I wind up this passage, it ends.

SeiE R NGNER, ARTFEAURHE, BB T NERaE ). X
2, stars are out(EEHI N, FATEEEREE, M lights are out(k] G K)
i, RATEBE AR . X2 4 F wind up my watch(4s £ F'BE K%L E
B UG E, I wind up this passage(CF A UL ) J5 1X s SC B 45 AR A I A

Unit 2 Exploring English

Developing ideas

Misadventures in English

S J 5

Last week, our forum asked if you had any funny or strange stories about using
English. We didn’t expect to get so many posts. Here are some of our favourites, to
remind us that some of the English we learn in the classroom is rather different from
the English in the outside world!

ER, TATE R IR B R R A A Jeif i 2 3l 2 A+ 24 Bl B A i 5

o BATEB U EIX A2 . BT 2 BATREXE U, EAERAITER
B, AUEAERE F B S E AR TR B 22 AMEH 918 B AN K — !
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Yancy: People say that the British always play safe with what they eat. Not true!
I went to a summer school in Manchester and my English teacher was called Maggie.
One day, a different teacher took our class. He told us that Maggie couldn’t teach that
day COZ she had a frog in her throat. Poor Maggie—but why did she try to eat such a
big frog?

. T E ANIZ R RIETE . 4 Al ! A2 nd —4~21Y]
FIIHE, BEFLEZIMMEE . F—K, A AZMRGEAMCR . BB S
EIBGEoR ERR, RO AWM R 7 — R Eidk. SIS 2 i —nl ey
A B A K e ?

135 comments

135 %k vFit

Sophie: When I first visited New York, I went to a downtown shopping centre to
buy some winter boots. At the information desk at the entrance, I asked a lady where
the shoe section was. She said that it was on the first floor. So I went up to the first
floor, but couldn’t find any shoes. I decided to leave. When I was looking for the exit,
I saw that shoes were actually sold downstairs on the ground floor, not the first floor.
Why did she give me the wrong information? X-(

WAL : 56— IREZALAN, TETFO—FK Y b L8 AN DAL
A 5s G M2 b S R Ty AR B . W AE bk, o B R TR, (HIR R KA
BT, PTDAPUE BT . MR TR DB, FRORIEEIX R —BE, A
o9t A R IREIE R ? X<(

128 comments

128 ZkiTik

Julien: I’ve got an English penfriend, who I finally got to meet in London this
summer. He had told me that his grandfather was “really wicked”. But when I met his
grandfather, I liked him a lot. I found it very odd. Why did my friend use a negative
word about such a nice man?

RAE: BENFEER, SFERERBANE TERBLM 1. A LLATER BB
A5 A5 IR Al — WML A5 45 AR 20l . FRIEFIR AP BT
N2 — I SGRPRIE A 1K 2 8 B W 2
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63 comments

63 KT

Zheng Xu: The British must have really high standards. I was part of a student
exchange programme between a university in England and my university in China. I
spent days preparing and writing my first English paper. I knew I had done a good job
and was looking forward to getting a positive comment. When I got the paper back, I
found my teacher had written the comment “Not bad!” Not bad? But there weren’t
any errors in my paper. . -(

HIE: ZE N —EFIR SR EIIrE. A E F R REMIEE—r K F
— N HRIH, FRAEARZ AR E 2] . FRAE —RIGE R NS B S5 1ELE
VT REE . RAEH CBRRE, HIAE 2 Z MR PR . 7] &85
KERE, BRIZMPEPEESZIR S AT E "AEZ? B CEE A
. L o(

85 comments

85 K itik

Unit 3 Family matters

Understanding ideas

Like Father, Like Son

AHLBEHT

(The living room. Friday night. A table and two chairs at front centre.
Grandfather and Father, seated at the table, are playing chess.)

GEME=. MOl b, BEeIEmra —KE FAERE 1. HAQNSCRIEAL
FESIA M. )
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Grandfather: And...I win!

(Son enters room.)

OL NG, )

Father: Not again! Oh look, here comes my boy. How are you, son?

o Ba Xy W, WHZTRT . siLEarEm, JLT?

Son: (nervously approaching the table) Erm... Dad, can we talk?

JLf: ChOREBEMEIITE ... 88, HAT5ein

Father: Sure! You know you can always turn to your dad for a chat.

A5 AR IREERS AR AT PAER AR e W R

Son: OK. Here it is. I’ve decided not to go to university. I want to focus on my
band and have a career in music when I leave school.

JLTe BB 2R, OEAD LR T BAELERBLHIRI, ElljEE
BRI

Father: (raising his voice in surprise) You can’t be serious! What about your
future career as a lawyer 7 !

AR (AR R A B U IR ETF DRI ! ARANE S ST 2 )
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Son: I knew you’d say that. You just assume I want to be a lawyer, but that’s only
because you are a lawyer.

JLT: a2 X At POV SN, A 2 RO E e
i

Father: What’s wrong with being a lawyer? Lawyers help people and are
respected by others.

AR HEIMEH AN BIRHBIRIN, E2 NHE,

Son: Yes, but I’'m not interested in law. I want to work in a studio, not a court.

JUT: WU, (HEOPERAROGE . BB B R TR, AR T
(=

Grandfather: (looking at Father) Calm down. OK?

tHA: EHECR)LREH T, Fg?

Father: (ignoring Grandfather’s words) Stop daydreaming ! Playing in a band i1s
not a job.

A5 CBHAHAC I A EHS A H A 1 i R AR A 2 AR

Son: Of course it is! The music industry 1s developing fast now. Making music is
a job.

JLF: B! BEF R BRI 55 R — 1 AR,
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Grandfather: (stepping between Father and Son and raising his voice) Hey! I told
you to calm down, both of you!

tHA: CGERISCRALTHIE, fEmMRIDE!D Ut 7 wmd— &, ARAT9 !

Father: But I told him to study something useful at university!

A% Al SR ERY, FEE BRI

Grandfather: (laughing) Easy, son! I remember when you were his age, you said
that you wanted to be a professional football player.

HA: GRS, LT BB A KR, IREARERN—4
b 2 BRIE5) 5

Father: And you wanted me to be an engineer!

AR Al AL PN AR !

Grandfather: I just wanted you to be happy, and an engineer—a happy engineer.

HHAC: WA SR EIRAEPUR, 1 HAE=2— 4 TR —— 2 PR I TR

Father: But in the end, you just advised me to think carefully.

o Hig/a @ FINEFE.

Grandfather: Yes, and you have found the career that suits your talents. I’'m so
proud of you. Your son is proud of you, too.

HHAC: 72l M HARK B R AR AR R ERNY . JEA IR B . RILT
VRIS
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Son: Of course I am, but I have different talents.

JUfe s, HIHRIEA .

Grandfather: (turning to Son) Why don’t you also take my advice and think
carefully before jumping in with both feet?

HAZ: LT B EARIREILIR IR, =B ET?

Son: Well, I could try...

JUFe g, AT

Grandfather: If you go to university and play music at the same time, you will
have two options for your future. And I’m sure playing in a band will help you make
lots of new friends at university.

HHAC: ARSRARG BRI AR E R, IR A PRIt 1mH, FAEmN
NSRBI BEALARAE R 2 L EEAZAR Z BT AR AL

Father: Yes, lots of new lawyer friends!
AR e, ARZHHIAIMAE A !
Son: (with a sigh) Dad...

LT (T H)ESR......

(Curtain) (7% %%)

Unit 3 Family matters

Developing ideas
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