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Abstract

William Somerset Maugham, is a famous English realistic writer. He has
dabbled in drama and fiction, and is a rare all-rounder. Maugham created many great
works in his life, but the most famous one is The Moon and Sixpence. This novel is
about the contradiction between spirit and material, the balance between ideal and
reality. A middle-aged stock exchange broker, in order to pursue his dream of
painting, puts aside everything and goes abroad to become a painter. For its
contradictory theme of material and spirit, many people have studied it. However, few
people explore this novel from the perspective of feminism. And now the feminist
movement continues to develop, it is necessary to study the book from this
perspective. This research breaks the convention, takes the feminism angle as the
breakthrough point, and hopes to have a brand-new understanding of Maugham
himself and his works through this research.

Firstly, this study gives a brief introduction to feminism and feminist literary
criticism. Then it analyzes three typical female characters in The Moon and Sixpence
through close reading of the text. The thesis also summarizes the common
characteristics of the female characters in Maugham's works by means of comparison
and induction, such as spiritual deficiency, indulgence in lust, dependence on men.
Furthermore, reasons are explored for the formation of Maugham's misogyny through

the ways of influence of family, sexual orientation and social environment.
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